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After an exchange of courtesies* with the
Mudaliyahs or local officials of the low country,
the Duke proceeded to the Kandyan province,
up amongst the mountains. Here he met the
famous chiefs of these highland regions, and
witnessed the famous Perahara procession.
Not the least striking part of this x>ld-time
spectacle was the advance of the magnificent
temple-elephants. In solid, orderly array they
passed before the Royal spectators, and each
one saluted with the tip of the trunk brought
up to the forehead, and then added the extra
homage of a bended knee. The stately salaams
of the elephants and their attendants were con-
trasted with the wild onset of bands of shriek-
ing devil-dancers, and the whole procession
represented a supreme effort to surpass all
former shows. In its religious aspect the
Perahara was originally an ancient Hindu rite,
but in comparatively recent times a Kandyan
king adapted it to the Buddhist worship, and
it became a triumphal procession in honour of
that most valued of their relics, the Holy Tooth
of Buddha. On this occasion, as the show was
arranged merely as a spectacle in honour of
royalty, the principal feature was absent, but
the relic was subsequently seen by the Duke
and Duchess when they visited the Chamber
of the Tooth in the temple attached to the